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NINE PERISH WHEN
'PLANE HITS AIRSHIP
‘No Suwlvc;rs of ;Aimic At-

tack in Austrian Army |
Manceuvres.

CRASH TAKES PLACE

1300 FEET IN AIR

e |

Horrors of Real Aerial Warfare
' Most Vividly Illustrated—
i Crowd Sees Accident.

Vienna, June 20.-—Nine terribly

purned and mutilated bodies, the splin-

| tered fragments of an aeroplune and

the oharred remnants of & blg dirtgible

balloon are the mute records of one of

| the most tragic, cortainly the most sen-

sutional, of disasters which has oe-
| pirrod since men learned to fiy.

The catastrophe, which resyulted in
the denth of all concerned, followed &
mimie attack by the asroplane on the |
dirigible at & great height during the |
Ausirian  army mMARMAVIes, and R
serves to show, more than any previ.
ous sccidents to fiving machines have
done, the horrors that would be likely
to attend serial warfare

The dirigitie military talloon Koert-
ling left Fischamend, & market town |
sleven miles from Viennas, at 8 o'clgek |
| this morning. She was manned Y|
| Captain Johann Hauswirth, In eml-;
| mand; lLieutenant Ernest Hofstetter,
| Lieutenant Bruer, Lisutenant Haldine
| gor, Corporal Hadima, Corporal Weber
u and Engineer Kammerer, [
| At the elnpse of balf an hour & mill- |
| tary seroplane of the biplane type,

with Lisutenant Flatz and Lirutenant
Hoosta aboard, started in pursuit It
was the intention of Captain Haus-
i wirth to take photographs of the move-
ments of the troopa below and then to
join in the mancuvres At the same
time he was to keep out of mnge of

| any of the mosquito craft which might
seek to attack him,
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Witnessed by Big Crowd.

The news had gone abroad that
something in the nature of a sham
aerinl fight would take place, and at
Koenigsburg, the scene of the engage-
ment, a big crowd had gathered. Very
quickly the smaller but much speedier
craft overtook the big airship, and then
the spectators witnessed a thrilling

sight.
As might a wasp, bent on attacking

some clumsy enemy, the aeroplane cir- |

cled geveral times arcund the balloon

now darting close to her, and then |

away, always apparently steering oft
just in time to avoid an accidental col-
lision. '

Meanwhile the balloon continued to
rise until it was about 1,300 feet from
the ground. The aeroplane, at a still
greater height, mancuvred until 1t ap-
peared to be nearly over the alrship.
Then it began its descent. It was the
evident intention of the pilot of the
aeroplane to take up a position directly
above the dirigible, within striking dis-
tance, but owing either to a fatal mis-
caleulation of the distance separating
the two craft .r of speed the nose of
the biplane struck the envelope of the
alrship and ripped it wide open,

Wife of Victim Near By.

A tremendous explosion followad.
"l'ho balloon burst into flames, which
enveloped the biplane, and in a moment
the wreckage began to drop, crashing
ill length like lead to thé slope of a
hill. Almost at the same moment the
| wife of Lieutenant Hofstetter, who had
been married only a morth, arrived in
a motor car. :

The envelope of the balloon was still

burning when it struck the ground.
Lieutenant Flatze, when' q‘m‘d5
from the wreckage of the aeroplane,
showed faint signs of life; his budy
quivered and he seemed to be making
an effort to raise himself, but almost
immediately expired. * All the T
aviators were killed on the spot.

Military officers who witnessed the
disaster sald that the manceuvres had

NINE KILLED IN
AIRSHIP COLLISION

l Continued from page |

been undertaken with Instructions to
carry out as far as possible actual war’
conditions, in which an aeroplane was
attacking a dirigible, the latter trymg
to repel .he assault. The occupants of
both craft hud been ordered to conduct
| themselves as they would in an actual
combat.

According to some experts the catas-
trophe seemingly was caused by the
aeroplane being caught in the eddies
|from the balloon, They attribute the
accident to a series of whirlwinds,
caused by the airship's propeller, which
drew in the smaller machine,

Archduke Charlc' Francis and sev-
leral officials of the ministr arrived
soon 'n the scene, and an alde-de-
[camp of the Emperor also proceeded
there to seek information for his maj-
oaLy and express the Emperor's sym-
fp.th)'.
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TYPE OF DIRIGIBLE AIRSHIP DESTROYED YESTERDAY IN A COLLISION WITH AN
AEROPLANE IN AUSTRIA,
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